Due to the strongly basic character of N-heterocyclic carbenes, their reactions with acidic compounds usually produce 2H-imidazolium cation pairs. The formation of stable C-H···O bonds between the components of these compounds may
In the title salt, C 11 H 21 N 2 + ÁC 6 H 5 O 3 S À , which has two cationanion pairs in the asymmetric unit, the two imidazolium cations are linked to two separate acceptor O atoms of one of the benzenesulfonate anions through aromatic C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, while the second anion is unassociated. 
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Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). act as an additional stabilizing factor in their crystal structures (Kuhn et al., 2007) . The structures have shown that these pairs are linked by imidazolium aromatic C-H···O hydrogen bonds as observed commonly in imidazolium salts (Sweidan et al., 2009) . However, the crystal structure of 1,3-di-tert-butyl-4,5-dimethylimidazolium trifluoromethanesulfonate showed the absence of intermolecular hydrogen bonding between the imidazolium cation and the trifluoromethanesulfonate anion (Grishina et al., 2011) .
D-HÁ
The structure of the title compound, C 11 H 21 N 2 + C 6 H 5 O 3 S -( Fig. 1) , which has two cation-anion pairs in the asymmetric unit, reveals the presence of intermolecular aromatic C-H···O sulfonate hydrogen-bonding interactions between the two imidazolium cation moieties and two separate oxygen atoms of one of the benzenesulfonate anion moieties (Table 1 , Fig.   1) . Surprisingly, the second anion is not involved in any intermoleculer hydrogen bonding, which may be attributed to the steric crowding effect of the cation ring.
Experimental
The title compound was prepared by slow addition of benzenesulfonic acid (0.425 g, 2.67 mmol) to a solution containing 0.481 g (2.67 mmol) of 1,3-diisopropyl-4,5-dimethyl-4,5-dimethylimidazol-2-ylidene (see Kuhn & Kratz, 1993) 
Refinement
Hydrogen atoms were included in the refinement at calculated positions and some were allowed to refine isotropically while the remainder were included at calculated positions with C-H = 0.95-1.00 Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (aromatic C) or 1.5U eq (aliphatic C), using a riding-model approximation.
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